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assessment  through  placement  in  realistic  employment  situations. 
The  major  aspects  of  the  SWEP  program,  coordinated  as  appro¬ 
priate  for  each  individual,  are:  1)  an  appraisal  of  the  individual’s 
patterns  of  work  behavior  and  ability  to  acquire  occupational 
skills;  2)  exposure  to  work,  simulated  or  real,  for  the  purpose  of 
assessing  the  person’s  capabilities  to  perform  adequately  in  a 
work  environment;  and  3)  assistance  to  clients  in  entering  into 
gainful  employment. 

In  addition  .  .  . 

DORS  administers  many  other  programs  to  help  people  with 
disabilities. 


VOCATIONAL  REHABILITATION 

Individuals  of  employable  age  who  have  diagnosable 
physical  or  mental  disabilities  which  represent  a  substantial 
handicap  to  employment,  and  who  are  likely  to  benefit  in  terms 
of  employability  by  receiving  services,  are  eligible  for  the  voca¬ 
tional  rehabilitation  program.  The  services  needed  are  agreed 
upon  between  the  client  and  the  counselor  and  written  into  a 
rehabilitation  program.  These  may  include  guidance  and 
counseling,  testing,  medical  services,  therapy,  training,  assistive 
devices,  job  development,  placement,  and  follow-up,  to  name  a 
few.  The  purpose  of  the  VR  program  is  to  help  disabled  people 
qualify  for  suitable  employment  and  obtain  it. 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  BLIND 
DORS  offers  a  continuum  of  programs  for  visually  impaired 
people  of  all  ages,  including  those  offered  by  the  Illinois  School 
for  the  Visually  Impaired,  Community/Field  Services  for  the 
Visually  Impaired,  the  Illinois  Visually  Handicapped  Institute, 
and  the  Vending  Stand  Division. 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  HEARING-IMPAIRED 
Services  to  hearing-impaired  people  are  expanding  to  meet 
the  needs  of  this  group  of  clients,  as  well.  Specially  trained  staff 
review  existing  service  plans  and  organize  and  coordinate  a  range 
of  existing  and  new  support  services  on  a  statewide  basis.  Infor¬ 
mation  and  referral,  advocacy,  and  interpreter  services  are  in¬ 
cluded. 


HOME  SERVICES 

DORS  is  also  responsible  for  providing  services  to  severely 
disabled  people  who  cannot  immediately  plan  vocational  goals. 
The  Home  Services  Program  offers  home-delivered  meals;  chore/ 


housekeeping/attendant  care;  homemaker  services;  home  health 
services;  and  electronic  home  response  services  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  or  delaying  the  unnecessary  placement  of  such  persons 
in  institutions.  Applicants  to  the  Home  Services  Program  must  be 
under  the  age  of  60;  the  Department  on  Aging  serves  older  per¬ 
sons  in  a  similar  program. 

DISABILITY  ADJUDICATION 

DORS  also  employs  specially  trained  adjudicators  who 
determine  the  medical  eligibility  of  people  applying  for  cash 
benefits  under  the  Social  Security  Disability  Insurance  and  Sup¬ 
plemental  Security  Income  programs.  Adjudicators  review  ex¬ 
isting  medical  records  and/or  arrange  for  necessary  diagnostic  ex¬ 
aminations  with  physicians,  clinics,  or  hospitals  in  order  to  make 
accurate  eligibility  determinations. 


Suitable  housing,  transportation,  education,  recreation,  and 
employment  all  must  be  made  available  to  disabled  people  if  they 
are  to  participate  in  society  as  equals.  DORS’  public  information 
initiatives  are  aimed  at  fostering  awareness  and  eliminating  at- 
titudinal  barriers  so  that,  with  correct  information,  myths  and 
misconceptions  will  be  corrected,  barriers  to  full  participation 
will  be  reduced,  and  disabled  people  can  move  into  the 
mainstream  of  society. 

Additional  information  materials  about  the  Illinois  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Rehabilitation  Services  can  be  obtained  from  local  DORS 
field  offices,  or  by  writing  or  calling  the  Public  Information  Unit, 
P.O.  Box  1587,  Springfield  62705;  217/785-3893.  The  Disabled 
Individual’s  Assistance  Line  (DIAL)  also  has  these  materials; 
phone  312/793-5000,  voice  or  TDD.  Illinois  callers  may  call 
DIAL  collect. 

DORS  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  handicap  in  ad¬ 
mission  or  access  to,  or  treatment  or  employment  in,  its  programs 
and  activities,  in  compliance  with  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Act  of  1973.  The  Director  is  responsible  for  compliance; 
217/782-2093  (voice  or  TDD). 
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The  Illinois  Department  of  Rehabilitation  Services  (DORS) 
is  a  state  agency  created  specifically  to  serve  disabled  Illinoisans 
of  all  ages.  The  goal  of  each  DORS  program  is  to  help  people 
reach  their  maximum  potential  and  their  goals  for  a  full,  in¬ 
dependent  life. 

This  brochure  describes  mainly  the  Department’s  services  for 
children  and  young  people.  For  more  information  on  the  other 
services  of  DORS,  contact:  Public  Information  Unit,  P.O.  Box 
1587,  Springfield  62705;  phone  217/785-3893. 

The  Department  of  Rehabilitation  Services  administers  three 
residential,  educational  facilities  where  services  are  provided  to 
disabled  children  and  youth  as  an  alternative  when  they 
cannot  be  appropriately  educated  by  their  local  public 
schools  and  community  resources.  Each  of  these  three  facilities 
teaches  basic  skills  in  fully  accredited  elementary  and  secondary- 
education  programs,  with  emphasis  on  the  development  of  in¬ 
dependence  and  prevocational  skills  or  college  preparation. 

The  “three  R’s”  represent  only  one  aspect  of  the  education 
offered  at  these  schools,  however.  DORS’  services  to  children  are 
predicated  on  the  belief  that  each  disabled  individual  must  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  view  himself  or  herself  as  a  person  of  innate  worth. 
Once  instilled  with  such  a  sense  of  acceptance  and  self-esteem, 
the  child  can  reach  beyond  traditionally  perceived  limitations 
and  strive  to  become  a  competent,  productive  member  of  society. 

With  this  philosophy  in  mind,  staff  members  drawn  from 
many  professions  work  together  to  achieve  not  only  the  fullest 
possible  physical  rehabilitation  of  each  child,  but  also  the  maxi¬ 
mum  intellectual  and  social  stimulation  of  each.  Personal  fulfill¬ 
ment  is  fostered  wherever  possible  through  cultural  outings, 
sports,  clubs,  and  other  extra-curricular  activities.  Living  ar¬ 
rangements  at  the  schools  are  suited  to  the  students’  respective 
ages,  abilities,  and  needs,  with  the  development  of  maximum  inde¬ 
pendence  and  necessary  daily  living  skills  accorded  high  priority. 

Illinois  Children’s  School 
and  Rehabilitation  Center 

The  Illinois  Children’s  School  and  Rehabilitation  Center  is 
located  at  1950  West  Roosevelt  Road  in  Chicago  and  serves  or- 
thopedically  and  multiply  handicapped  children  and  youth  from 
five  to  twenty-one  years  of  age  whose  disabilities  are  so  severe  as 
to  prevent  their  appropriate  education  in  local  schools.  Cerebral 
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palsy,  spina  bifida,  and  spinal  cord  injury  are  the  most  common 
disabilities  among  the  student  population,  with  a  dozen  or  more 
conditions  also  represented. 

Application  for  the  admission  of  a  child  to  the  ICSRC  is 
made  via  a  referral  from  the  prospective  student’s  local  school 
district  to  the  office  of  the  ICSRC  superintendent.  Intensive 
review-  of  the  child’s  history  and  current  need  is  conducted  by  a 
committee  composed  of  the  superintendent,  the  heads  of  the 
facility’s  various  professional  services,  and  consultants  in  educa¬ 
tional,  child  welfare,  and  medical  specialties. 

Students  attend  classes  every  morning  and  afternoon,  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday.  These  classes  are  small,  ranging  in  size  from 
seven  to  nine  pupils.  Coursework  is  completed  at  a  pace  commen¬ 
surate  with  the  abilities  of  each  individual,  and  one-on-one 
assistance  is  available  when  needed,  from  teachers,  classroom 
assistants,  or  tutors. 

Both  the  elementary  and  the  secondary  education  programs 
offered  at  ICSRC  are  approved  by  the  Illinois  State  Board  of 
Education  as  meeting  the  same  standards  as  those  applied  to  the 
state’s  other  public  schools.  The  driver  training  program  is  a  good 
example  of  the  all-inclusiveness  of  the  curriculum  at  the  second¬ 
ary  level.  Evaluation  of  individual  potential  and  the  need  for 
vehicular  adaptations  is  a  component  of  this  program  and  is  com¬ 
patible  with  the  Department's  philosophy  of  maximum  in¬ 
dependence  for  each  disabled  person. 

The  academic  program  offered  at  ICSRC  is  coupled  with  the 
medical  and  rehabilitation  services  necessary  to  help  each  student 
reach  his  or  her  maximum  functional,  intellectual,  and  social 
potential.  The  staff  includes  representatives  from  many 
disciplines,  who  work  together  to  achieve  the  greatest  possible 
physical  rehabilitation  or  restoration  for  each  student,  w-ith 
medical  treatment  and  therapy  scheduled  according  to  individual 
needs  and  woven  into  the  weekday  academic  schedule  when  ap¬ 
propriate. 

Most  students  live  at  ICSRC  for  about  4  Vi  years;  the  goal  for 
each  is  independent  living. 


Illinois  School 
for  the  Visually  Impaired 

The  Illinois  School  for  the  Visually  Impaired  is  responsible 
for  the  education  of  blind,  deaf/blind,’  blind/multiply  disabled, 
and  severely  visually  impaired  children  and  youth  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  from  throughout  the  state  whose 
needs  cannot  be  met  in  their  home  communities.  The  school  is 
located  at  658  East  State  Street  in  Jacksonville  and  provides  ac¬ 
credited  elementary  and  secondary  education  programs  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  State  Board  of  Education,  the  North  Central 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools,  and  the  National  Accredita¬ 
tion  Council  for  Agencies  Serving  the  Blind  and  Visually  Im¬ 
paired. 

A  full  range  of  academic  courses  is  offered  at  IS VI,  utilizing 
a  variety  of  teaching  methods  and  instructional  aids,  as  well  as 
physical  education,  homemaking,  industrial  arts,  optacon  train¬ 
ing,  and  orientation  and  mobility  training.  The  prevocational 
curriculum  for  secondary  students  is  performance-oriented, 
focusing  on  skill  development  and  job  responsibility.  Oppor¬ 
tunities  are  provided  for  a  variety  of  work  experiences,  on  and  off 
campus  and  in  a  simulated  workshop  setting. 

The  Deaf/Blind  Department  offers  individual  instruction 
emphasizing  the  development  of  skills  in  communication  and  in¬ 
dependent  living.  The  deaf/blind  students  are  included  in 
prevocational  activities  and  classes  whenever  possible.  All 
students  have  Individualized  Education  Programs  which  are 
reviewed  regularly  and  evaluated  annually. 

ISVI  serves  a  student  population  of  approximately  135,  some 
of  whom  come  to  the  school  to  acquire  certain,  specific  skills,  and 
others  of  whom  w-ill  remain  for  the  duration  of  their  public  school 
education.  Applications  for  admission  originate  with  referrals 
from  local  school  systems. 

Illinois  School  for  the  Deaf 

The  third  educational  facility  for  disabled  students  ad¬ 
ministered  by  DORS  is  the  Illinois  School  for  the  Deaf,  located  at 
125  Webster  Street,  Jacksonville.  Each  year,  ISD  serves  approx¬ 
imately  400  students  whose  hearing  loss  prevents  satisfactory  pro¬ 
gress  in  the  local  school  setting. 

As  is  the  case  with  ICSRC  and  ISVI,  ISD’s  academic  pro¬ 
grams  are  accredited  and  recognized  as  meeting  the  specifications 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education.  Here,  too,  innovative  teaching 
methods  are  aimed  at  enabling  each  student  to  attain  his  or  her 
maximum  potential. 

College  preparatory  classes  are  structured  for  those  who 
have  the  necessary  levels  of  academic  achievement  and  interest. 
The  general  education  program  provides  other  students  with  a 
greater  emphasis  on  prevocational  and  vocational  subjects. 

Numerous  recreational  and  extra-curricular  activities  pro¬ 
vide  creative  outlets  for  students  in  their  leisure  time.  Winning 
teams  in  track  and  field,  basketball,  and  football  have  become 
routine  at  ISD.  The  Outdoor  Club,  the  Drama  Club,  the  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  the  gymnasium,  and  the  Scout  troops  (including  the 
first  Girl  Scout  troop  in  the  nation  for  disabled  girls)  also  offer  an 
array  of  possibilities. 

Educational  problems  are  shared  with  ISD  staff 
psychologists,  while  social  problems  are  directed  to  the  school’s 
social  workers.  An  audiologist  monitors  both  the  students’  hear¬ 
ing  and  their  hearing  aids.  The  Health  Center’s  physician,  den¬ 
tist,  and  registered  nurses  supervise  the  general  health  care  of  the 
students. 

Child  care  staff  in  ISD’s  eight  dormitories  help  students 
develop  self-help  skills  for  independent  living,  provide  indirect 
counseling,  and  assist  in  coordinating  free-time  activities. 

Application  for  admittance  to  ISD  is  made  via  a  referral 
from  the  prospective  student’s  local  school  district. 

Secondary  Work  Experience 
Program 

Disabled  students  who  are  attending  local  public  schools  can 
receive  rehabilitation  services  through  the  Secondary  Work  Ex¬ 
perience  Program  (SWEP).  SWEP  serves  students  who  are  ap¬ 
proaching  employment  age;  it  is  an  interagency  effort  built  upon 
school  laws  and  state  and  federal  reimbursement  programs  and 
involving  both  DORS  and  the  State  Board  of  Education 

Through  contractual  agreements  with  local  education  agen¬ 
cies,  the  SWEP  program  provides  services  encompassing  counsel¬ 
ing,  guidance,  diagnostic  evaluation,  vocational  evaluation,  and 
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